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place of flowers of sulphur in the ordinary vulcanization
process. Probably 90 per cent, of the sulphur used is in
the form of flowers of sulphur, of which there are several
brands on the market specially prepared for the rubber
trade. It would be somewhat invidious to go into details
concerning the merits of the respective brands, and it will
suffice to say that the essential points of a good sulphur are
fineness of subdivision, i.e., freedom from grit and crystals;
and neutrality, i.e., absence of sulphur acids; and where
manufacturers have a comparatively cheap sulphur offered
to them they should satisfy themselves that crystals and
acid are absent. Different brands of flowers of sulphur,
although they may all test 99 per cent, purity, may vary
considerably in their physical characteristics. Although
the specific gravity of sulphur is 2, different lots show
considerable variation in the space they occupy weight for
weight; thus when lightly packed in casks of a particular size
one brand may weigh a hundredweight and another not more
than three-quarters of a hundredweight. In some factories
considerable importance is attached to this point, though there
really seems to be nothing in it, the distinction vanishing once
the sulphur is thoroughly mixed with the rubber. Again
considerable difference in colour is noticeable in brands of
equal purity, and any variation in the tint of deliveries is
regarded with suspicion at the factory. In this particular,
apprehension is not entirely groundless, because the colour
is to some extent a guide to the source of origin, though not
necessarily an indication of purity. In a general way a
bright lemon colour shows the finer qualities of sublimed
flowers of sulphur, while the paler tints indicate a lower
quality, or it may be powdered brimstone. As regards